
Slide 1

Strengthening the Global 
Research Cycle

Sioux Cumming
Acting Head, Publishing Support, INASP

scumming@inasp.info



Slide 2

INASP facts and figures …
• Established in 1992 
• Registered as a charity in 2004 
• 19 permanent staff
• International Board of Trustees
• Works in Africa, Asia and Latin America

– 22 partner countries, over 100 eligible countries

• Funded mainly by partner countries and European 
governments
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22 Partner countries
• Africa: Ethiopia, Ghana, Kenya, Lesotho, 

Madagascar, Malawi, Mozambique, Rwanda, 
Tanzania, Uganda, Zambia, Zimbabwe

• Asia Pacific: Bangladesh, Nepal, Pakistan, 
Sri Lanka, Vietnam 

• Latin America: Bolivia, Cuba, El Salvador, Honduras, 
Nicaragua 
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The INASP Steering Committee
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INASP – Information Delivery
• Sustainable access to online research
• INASP negotiates free or proportionately 

priced access
• Countries select the resources they want
• Journals from 23 publishers available to 

Pakistan
• Contact country co-ordinator Hassan Zaidi
• www.inasp.info/Pakistan
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Library Development
• Progressing from ‘availability’ to awareness, 

access and use
– E-resource management
– Information Literacy
– Copyright for librarians
– Licencing and negotiations for resources

• Using OS solutions for 
– Library automation
– Digitisation and institutional repositories
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Evidence-Informed Policy Making
• EIPM works to increase uptake of research in 

policy making
• Key training topics include:

– Advanced internet research skills 
– Demystifying science 
– Recognising bias 
– Summarising skills 
– Communicating science to non-specialists
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AuthorAID at INASP Leadership
Julie Walker, INASP Sioux Cumming, INASP
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AuthorAID at INASP Leadership
Barbara Gastel, Knowledge 

Community Editor
Ravi Murugesan,

Training Coordinator
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Main Components
• Mentoring (scientific and editorial) by 

volunteers
• Workshops on research writing
• Openly accessible content
• Grants

– Travel – to present at a conference
– Workshops – to hold an AuthorAID workshop
– To attend Research Writing Course 
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AuthorAID - www.authoraid.info
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How you can be involved!

Register to become a mentee (or a mentor)!

or

Access the extensive library of free resource 
materials



Slide 14

Mentoring Process - mentees
• Inexperienced authors can seek a mentor
• Very largely online
• Is arranged through the website
• AuthorAID team can help in matching
• Guidelines and learning agreement available
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Mentors
• By volunteers

– Main backgrounds: research, editing
– At a variety of career stages

• High demand for more mentors
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Mentees Mentors
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Information 
for Mentees



Slide 18

Information 
for mentors
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Registering for AuthorAID
• Most online AuthorAID content openly 

accessible (without registration)
• By registering, you also have a chance to

– Sign up for e-mail discussion list
– Be notified when new blog posts appear
– Seek a mentor or mentee or otherwise contact 

members of AuthorAID community
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Some Statistics
• 4500 registrants, in 161 countries

– Of these, 640 are mentors
– 3126 are mentees
– So there is help out there but we need more 

mentors
• From February 2011 to February 2012, a total 

of 77,140 visits from 35,542 visitors in 184 
countries/territories
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Workshops
on Research Writing



Slide 22

The Workshops
• Several per year
• In developing countries in Africa, Asia, and 

Latin America
• Focus largely on

– Writing and publishing journal articles
– Preparing poster presentations and oral 

presentations
– Writing grant proposals



Slide 23

The Workshops (cont)
• Typically 2 to 5 days
• Sometimes held in conjunction with partners 

or conferences (e.g. IADSR!)
• Combine lectures and small-group work
• Serve researchers from varied disciplines
• Often have local co-facilitators

– Help relate content to local context
– Learn to give the workshops themselves
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The Workshops (cont)
• Encourage attendees to share the learning
• Increasingly followed by train-the-trainer 

workshops
• Facilitators and trainees have gone on to give 

multiple workshops
• Also help in publicizing AuthorAID, assessing 

needs, and testing materials
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Online Course in Research Writing

• Developed by Ravi Murugesan, AuthorAID 
training coordinator

• Based on the AuthorAID workshops
• Pilot-tested at the National University of 

Rwanda in autumn 2011
• Expected to become openly available soon
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Resource Library
• Contains presentations (e.g. from AuthorAID 

workshops), articles, book chapters, Web 
links, etc.—thus far, nearly 500 items in all

• Searchable by subject area, language, and 
medium

• Includes translations of some materials into 
Arabic, Chinese, French, Portuguese, 
Spanish, or Vietnamese; more languages 
sought
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Blogs

3 blogs 
a week
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Example 
of a blog
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• Websites for local journals to:
– Increase global visibility 
– Increase capacity to improve the quality of their 

journals and manage their journals online
– Enable southern researchers to participate in and 

contribute to the global research community
• Started with African Journals Online
• Now growth areas are Asia JOLs
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AJOL established 1998
OJS used www.ajol.info 2005
AJOL hosted & managed in SA 2005

NepJOL www.nepjol.info Aug 2006

VJOL www.vjol.info Dec 2006

BanglaJOL www.banglajol.info May 2007

PhilJOL www.philjol.info Apr 2008

SLJOL www.sljol.info Aug 2008

LAMJOL www.lamjol.info Aug 2010

MongoliaJOL www.mongolia.info Jan 2011
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JOLs

Country No of Journals OA Full Text
Bangladesh 80 88%
Nepal 69 85%
Sri Lanka 43 95%
Nicaragua/Honduras 13 100%
Mongolia 2 100%

Total 207 94%

AJOL, Philippines and Vietnam JOLs are managed locally
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Newsletters for 
each JOL on 
INASP website
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Any Questions?

Thank you
Sioux Cumming
scumming@inasp.info


