Application Instructions:

AuthorAID Grant to Attend 2011 Summer Research Writing Course
BACKGROUND: Researchers from resource-poor settings tend to have difficulty publishing and otherwise communicating their work, mainly because the authors often lack sufficient writing and editorial skills. To help address this challenge, the AuthorAID project of the International Network for the Availability of Scientific Publications (INASP) provides support to researchers through mentoring, networking, freely available resources, and research-writing workshops.

To provide further publication-related training to a researcher from a developing country, an AuthorAID at INASP grant to attend a summer research writing course is now available. 
BENEFITS: The grant will enable a researcher from a developing country to attend a 3-to-4-week research writing course and subsequently travel to present the work at a conference. The course will be given at Texas A&M University, College Station, Texas, USA, in summer 2011. The grant will cover the full tuition (up to $2,000), including access to Texas A&M University library resources, during the grant period.  Housing on the Texas A&M campus also will be covered fully (up to $1,000). The recipient will receive a certificate of participation after completing the research writing course.  
The grant recipient will be responsible for the costs of travel, food, and health insurance related to participating in the course. INASP will provide $2,500 to the grant recipient. This funding is to be used for two purposes: (1) to help defray expenses related to travel, food, and health insurance related to participating in the course and (2) to help cover the expenses associated with presenting the work at a conference.  
ELIGIBILITY: The recipient must: 
1. reside in and be a citizen of one of the INASP partner countries (for a list of eligible countries,  please see the INASP website) or one of the Swedish International Development Agency (Sida) priority countries: Bangladesh, Bolivia, Burkina Faso, Cambodia, Ethiopia, Kenya, Mali, Mozambique, Rwanda, Tanzania, Uganda, or Zambia. 
2. be working at an academic institution or research institute.

3.  be working on a paper for submission to a peer-reviewed journal and presentation at a conference.  

4. be proficient in English. 


Priority will be given to a candidate with strong potential to build local capacity in scientific writing and editing upon completion of the course. 
INSTRUCTIONS FOR APPLICATION
1. Closing date for receipt of applications: 18 January 2011 

2. The application must reach INASP by 18 January 2011 11:59 p.m. UK time. E-mail application to:  authoraid@inasp.info
3. The application should cover the following items: 
a) demographics
Name:...............................................................................................................................................
Country of citizenship:......................................................................................................................
Country of residency: ......................................................................................................................
Field(s) of research or expertise:...................................................................................................... 

Highest educational qualification:.....................................................................................................
Job title:.............................................................................................................................................
Gender:.............................................................................................................................................
Name of employing institution:........................................................................................................
Time spent working at employing institution (months):...........years........................months
Country of employing institution: .................................................................................................
E-mail address of applicant:...........................................................................................................
Telephone number of applicant, including international code: 
   Office ...........................Home (if any)...............................Mobile phone (if any).........................
Fax number  (if any).......................................................................................................................... 
NOTE: The demographic information will be separated from the items below to permit "blind" review of applications. 

b) Evidence of proficiency in English (Check one or more)
 ........Education at an institution where English was the language of expression
 ........Test of English as a Foreign Language (TOEFL) Score (please specify score):

 
Paper-based test (PBT): .....................................................................................................

Computer-based test (CBT): .............................................................................................


Internet-based test (iBT):....................................................................................................
 ....... Performance on other exam (please specify.........................................................................)

........ Other (please specify:............................................................................................................)
c) Why? Tell us why you should be considered for the grant (maximum 150 words).  

 d) What? Tell us about your experience in publishing, or trying to publish, papers in 

international peer-reviewed journals (maximum 150 words). 
 e) How, where, and when? Tell us how, where, and when you would use the learning to be acquired in the course (maximum 200 words).




     

f) Research abstract. Draft an abstract of the research about which you would like to write a paper during the program (150-300 words). 
g) Budget. Please complete the budget template on the next page.

 _____________________________________________________
SELECTION OF RECIPIENT: A committee of experts in scientific writing and editing will make the selections. All applicants are to be notified of the outcome of the application within 2 months after the deadline. The decision of AuthorAID at INASP shall be final.
CONDITIONS FOR ACCEPTING THE GRANT: Upon notification of the grant, the recipient must show a letter of support from his or her institution. The grant recipient will be required to acknowledge AuthorAID at INASP in papers that directly result from participation in the summer course.  In addition, the recipient:
· must obtain health insurance for the period of his or her stay;
· must submit a report at the end of the course––showing what was gained and how the knowledge will be used––for potential posting on AuthorAID website; 
· must provide a report of expenses, with receipts attached, immediately after the course;
· must provide yearly reports for 3 years, indicating publication progress and other use of material; and 

· may be asked to make a presentation to students and faculty at Texas A&M University while attending the course. 
Budget (in US dollars)
	Item
	Quantity
	Unit Price
	Amount required from INASP
	Amount contributed by  Applicant

	Air ticket
	
	
	
	

	Visa
	
	
	
	

	Travel insurance
	
	
	
	

	Health Insurance
	
	
	
	

	Food
	
	
	
	

	Accommodation
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	TOTAL 
	
	
	
	


Notes for use in preparing the budget:

1. Health insurance during the stay for the course is likely to cost about $100.

2. Food during the course is likely to cost about $200 to $250 per week.

3. The recipient will receive lodging on campus free of charge during the course.  However, the recipient must pay for any accommodation required (a) on the way to and from the course and (b) while presenting the work at a conference.
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