Who Is an Author? 
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Greetings again. I hope all is going well.

Last week, someone asked whether AuthorAID mentors are listed as authors of papers they help with.

This question raises a broader issue: Who qualifies to be listed as an author of a paper?

In some fields, the answer is easy, because 1 person plans the research, does it, and writes about it. That 1 person is then the author.

In other fields, such as physics and medicine, often teams of people do research. Which team members qualify to be authors?

The general principle is that people who made important intellectual contributions should be listed as authors. Some editors say that to be an author, a person must take part in planning the research, interpreting the data, and writing the paper. Others say that having just some of these roles can suffice.

People who helped with the work but do not qualify to be authors can be listed in the Acknowledgments.

For those wanting to read more, I’ve posted in the AuthorAID Resource Library some links to readings about authorship.

So, are AuthorAID mentors listed as authors?

Normally, the help that AuthorAID mentors provide (for example, improving the writing in papers) does NOT qualify them to be authors. If the authors wish, though, they can thank such mentors in the Acknowledgments.

Rarely, an AuthorAID mentor might add substantially to a mentee’s research—for example, by proposing and analyzing additional experiments. Then authorship might be appropriate. But normally an AuthorAID mentor should not be listed as an author.

谁是作者？ 
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有人询问是否应当将AuthorAID的顾问在他们提供过辅导的文章中列为作者。那么，究竟哪些人有资格被列为论文作者？
在某些领域，一个人即可制订研究计划、完成研究并撰写研究论文，这个人就是论文作者。在其他领域，例如物理和医学领域，通常以团队形式进行研究。哪些团队成员具备论文作者的资格？
基本原则是提供了重要的智力贡献的人可以被列为作者。一些编辑认为只有参与制订研究计划、分析解释数据及撰写文章的人才能成为作者。也有人认为只要参与了其中一部分工作即可成为作者。对研究提供了帮助但不具备作者资格的人可以列在致谢部分。有兴趣的人可以在AuthorAID资料库找到其他有关作者身份的读物链接。
那么，AuthorAID的顾问是否应列为作者?通常情况下，AuthorAID的顾问所提供的帮助（例如提高论文写作水平）并不足以使他们满足作者资格。作者愿意的话可以在致谢部分感谢这些顾问。在极少的情况下，AuthorAID的顾问或许会对学员的研究提供实质性帮助，例如建议或分析进一步的实验，这时他们可能就具备了作者资格。但AuthorAID的顾问通常不应该被列为作者。
