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Another image from Sri Lanka 
Hello again. Special greetings to those observing spring holidays (for example, Easter or Passover).

Last week someone who attended the Sri Lanka AuthorAID workshop asked for advice on converting a literature review into a journal article. Here are some thoughts.

A literature review can sometimes be the basis of a review article—in other words, an article that summarizes and integrates the research literature about a subject.

Basic tips for preparing review articles include the following:

· Before writing, consider potential publication sites. Some journals publish review articles, and some do not. And different journals have different requirements for review articles; therefore check the instructions to authors.

· Review the literature in a systematic way. For example, decide carefully what databases to search, what keywords to use, and what languages and dates to include. (A university librarian often can help.) In the article, perhaps say how you reviewed the literature.

· Organize the review article carefully.

· Integrate what you found; do not just catalogue. A review article should show "the big picture”. It should not merely resemble a series of abstracts.

· Write in an easy-to-read style. Remember that readers include students new to the topic.

· Check references carefully, especially as the reference list is an important part of a review article.

Links to 2 articles on writing review articles have now been added to the AuthorAID Resource Library. Also, the earlier blog post “Review Articles: A Resource and an Opportunity” might be of interest.

Until next week –Barbara

撰写综述类文章 

Barbara Gastel著，2010年4月4日；刘玮　译
综述文章基于文献复习，即总结整合某一主题的文献。准备综述类文章的基本技巧如下：
· 撰写前，考虑可能发表的地方，并非所有期刊都刊发综述文章。不同期刊对综述的要求也不一样，因此要查阅这些期刊的投稿须知。
· 进行系统性文献复习。例如，仔细考虑用哪些数据库进行文献检索，使用哪些关键词，哪些语种和哪一发表日期的文献。（大学图书馆员通常可以提供帮助。）在文章中，可以提及你是如何进行文献复习的。
· 认真组织综述文章结构。
· 整合你所检索到的文献内容，而不是仅仅作类似目录一样的文献堆砌。综述文章应该展示大局，而不应该仅仅是一系列摘要的集合。
· 以易于阅读的方式进行撰写。记住，你的读者中包括那些刚刚进入这一领域的学生。
· 仔细检查文献，特别是参考文献列表。
AuthorAID资源图书馆提供了两篇关于撰写综述类文章的链接。另外，之前的一篇博客《综述文章：资源和机会》（“Review Articles: A Resource and an Opportunity”）也许可以提供一些帮助。
