Good Advice on Applying for Grants 

By Barbara Gastel | 30 May 2010

Greetings again. I hope that all is going well.

Our spring semester ended in mid May, and summer school starts this week. Therefore last week I had no teaching to do. I also had no travel.

I had thought I would spend the week catching up on work. However, 2 colleagues asked me to help edit their grant applications (grant proposals). Of course, I agreed to do so.

To check instructions for one of the grant proposals, I went to the website of the (US) National Institutes of Health (NIH). On the website, I noticed an excellent section titled “Writing Your Application”.

I’ve added to the AuthorAID Resource Library a link to this section. Although some parts of this resource are specific to NIH, much of it applies to writing a grant proposal for any funding source. The lists of tips seem especially helpful.

Mentors are mentioned in at least 2 tips:

· “Solicit feedback from colleagues and/or mentors on your research idea while it is still in the concept state.” 

· “Secure a mentor(s) who can provide advice and guidance on developing and writing a successful grant application.”

Mentors can help greatly in evaluating research ideas and preparing grant applications. Especially if you’re new to applying for grants, I hope you’ll consider calling on an AuthorAID or other mentor for this role.

I’m still behind in my work. But I hope I was helpful to my colleagues. And as always, I learned from the experience.

Wishing you a good week— Barbara
申请基金的好建议
Barbara Gastel著，2010年5月30日，陈姜 译

我在美国国立卫生研究院（National Institutes of Health，NIH）的网站发现了极好的一部分内容，名为“撰写基金申请书”（Writing Your Application）。尽管其中某些内容是针对NIH的，但多数内容适用于撰写任何基金委员会的基金申请书。

至少注意以下两个要点：

· “在你的科研观点还在构思阶段时就向同事和/或指导者征求反馈意见。”

· “找到能够为成功规划和撰写基金申请书提供建议和指导的指导者。”

指导者在评价科研创意和准备基金申请书方面可以提供极大的帮助。特别是当你第一次申请基金时，可以访问AuthorAID网站或其他指导者。
