When Less Can Be More 
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Hello again. I hope you’ve had a good week.

This week, a former student e-mailed me a link to photos of her wedding. Later, a former colleague sent a link to photos of her daughter’s wedding.

Both weddings were large and beautiful. I greatly enjoyed viewing both sets of photos.

However, I enjoyed the latter set even more. The difference?

The website for the former wedding contained more than 1000 photos. The photos were wonderful. But after viewing a few hundred, I felt tired and confused. I thought, “I wish someone had shown me only about 50 of the best photos.”

The website for the latter wedding did just that. Although it contained fewer photos, I obtained more idea of what the wedding was like.

Why am I saying this? Because a similar situation exists for tables and figures in papers reporting research.

Often, drafts of papers contain many tables and figures. Each table or figure may be important to the author—just as every wedding picture may be important to the newly married couple.

However, papers with many tables and figures tend to overwhelm and confuse readers. And journals often lack room for many tables and figures.

In general, authors should include only tables and figures important to the main points of the paper. The resulting paper will then be clearer and more publishable. Tables and figures that might interest only a few readers can sometimes be included as an online supplement or posted on the author’s website.

“少”有时意味着“多”
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论文中常常包含很多图表，每一张图片或表格对作者来说都是重要的。然而，包含大量图表的论文可能会令读者觉得应接不暇或困惑。很多期刊也没有这么多版面用于大量图表。作者应该只将支持论文主要观点的重要图表放在论文中，最终的论文将显得更清晰且更易发表。仅仅可能引起少数读者兴趣的图表，有时可作为在线补充资料或者发布在作者自己的网站上。
