Guest Guidance on Graphs 

By Barbara Gastel | 31 Oct 2009

Greetings again. Perhaps you remember Thomas Annesley, who wrote a guest post this summer. This week he visited Texas A&M University (where I teach) and gave a presentation. Let me tell you the story and share some of his points.

Tom, who is professor of clinical chemistry at the University of Michigan and deputy editor of Clinical Chemistry, hopes to do more teaching of scientific writing. To obtain ideas, he is visiting others who teach this subject.

Therefore, after the American Medical Writers Association Annual Conference, Tom stayed in Texas to visit me and observe some of my classes.

Tom also gave an open presentation here. He spoke mainly about writing article titles, writing abstracts, and preparing graphs. The room was so full that some people sat on the floor.

The advice on graphs was very helpful. Here are some main points:

· Make graphs self-explanatory. People should be able to understand graphs without reading the article text.

· Emphasize the data, not the overall graph. For example, make the data lines thicker than the x and y axes.

· In general, avoid bar graphs and pie charts. Such graphics tend to be more suitable for the mass media than for journal articles.

· Do not include a graph that wastes space. For example, if values did not change over time, just say so rather than showing it in a graph.

Tom is writing an article containing his advice on graphs. Once it is available, I hope to share it with you.
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Thomas Annesley是密歇根大学的临床化学教授和《临床化学》的副主编。他提出了关于制图的一些非常有用的建议：

· 图片应具有自明性，读者无需阅读正文即可理解图片内容。
· 强调数据，而非图片整体。例如，数据线应比横、纵坐标线更粗。

· 通常情况下，应避免使用柱形图和扇形图。这类图片更适合用于大众传媒，而非期刊论文。

· 不要使用可能浪费版面的图片。例如，数据并不随时间而改变时，简单说明即可，而无需使用图片。
