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Greetings again. Earlier this month, I received an e-mail message from a researcher who attended the first AuthorAID workshop. The subject line of the message was “Help!”

The researcher explained that she wanted my advice on how to write a book. She said she hopes to write a book about the history of her research area.

In my reply, I noted that the AuthorAID Resource Library includes a PowerPoint presentation on how to write and publish a book. Later, I found that a chapter titled “How to Write a Book Chapter or a Book” is available online, as part of a book excerpt in Google Books. (The chapter begins on page 150. If necessary, please scroll backward or forward to find it.)

Also, here are some basic tips on writing and publishing a book:

· Seek a publisher that has published good books in your field. Such a publisher is more likely to accept your book, edit it well, and market it well.

· Break the project into small pieces. Writing many chapters might seem overwhelming. However, writing one part of one chapter at a time might not.

· As in writing scientific papers, start with whatever part is easiest.

· Use peer review. Many publishers obtain peer review of book manuscripts. (In fact, last week a publisher asked me to review a book manuscript.) Perhaps also obtain reviews yourself, both from other experts in your field and from potential users of the book.

Much success to those of you who will be writing books!
关于撰写和出版专著的一些帮助
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AuthorAID资料库（AuthorAID Resource Library）有一个关于如何撰写和出版专著的幻灯片。Google Books的在线书籍选摘中也有一章题为《如何撰写专著或专著章节》（该章始于第150页）。
· 以下是有关撰写和出版专著的一些基本窍门：
· 找到一个出版过你所在领域的好书的出版商，这样的出版商更可能接受你的专著，提供良好的编辑修改和市场推广。
· 将写作划分为若干个小部分。一次写作多个章节可能令人疲倦，而在每个时间段只写作一个章节中的部分内容却不至于如此。
· 就和撰写科技论文一样，撰写专著时应从最容易的部分开始。
· 进行同行评议。很多出版商都会对专著草稿进行同行评议。你也可以考虑从所在领域专家或可能的读者处获得评议意见。
