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Fireworks 
Greetings again. Today is Independence Day in the United States. This evening there will be fireworks.

But now I’ll discuss something less dramatic than fireworks: making things shorter and therefore easier to read.

In general, long words, sentences, and paragraphs tend to be hard to read. Making them shorter can aid reading.

· Here are examples of making words or phrases shorter and more readable:

· attempt → try 

· fundamental → basic 

· red in color → red 

· at this point in time → now 

· produced relief of → relieved

More examples and guidance appear in Chapter 14, “Communicating Crisply,” in Presenting Science to the Public.
The last part of this chapter shows a way to estimate the readability of a piece of writing. It entails doing a calculation based on (1) the average number of words per sentence and (2) the percentage of words that are three syllables or longer.

You can also estimate readability using Microsoft Word. To do so, go to Options and choose “Show readability statistics” or the equivalent. (The exact location differs among versions of Word.)

Then, when you check spelling, you will get readability statistics. These statistics include the Flesch-Kincaid grade level (the approximate number of years of schooling needed to understand the writing easily).

Especially if an audience will include non-native readers of English, I try to keep this grade level fairly low. (The score for the blog post that you’re now reading is about 9.) And writing readably makes a piece of writing easier for everyone to understand.
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一般说来，较长的词汇、句子和段落可读性较差，而行文简短将有助于阅读。

下面的例子使用简短的词汇和短语以提高可读性。

· attempt → try（尝试）
· fundamental → basic（基本的）
· red in color → red（红色）
· at this point in time → now（现在）
· produced relief of → relieved（减轻）
请阅读《向公众发布科研信息》（Presenting Science to the Public）的第十四章《清晰的交流》（Communicating Crisply），查看更多的实例和指南。该章末尾提出一种评估某项写作可读性的方法，该方法需要根据每句话的平均用词数和三音节词或更多音节词的比例进行计算。

也可以利用微软公司的WORD软件评估可读性。在“选项”中选择“显示可读性统计信息”或相似的选项。（不同版本的WORD中选项的位置不同。）之后在查看拼写时，你会获得可读性的统计信息，包括Flesch-Kincaid年级水平（易于理解该写作内容所需的年级估计值）。
特别是面向非英语母语的读者时，我会试着把年级水平降至很低。（你正在阅读的这篇博客的年级估计值约为9。）

