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Dallas Skyline (Photo Credit: Dallas Convention & Visitors Bureau) 
Greetings once more. This weekend I went to Dallas (about 3 hours’ drive) for a regional meeting of the American Medical Writers Association.

The meeting was titled “Becoming a Medical Writer: Why? How?” At this meeting, four of us briefly described our careers. We then answered many questions from the audience.

Why careers in medical writing? Or, more generally, why careers in the communication of research?

Although researchers themselves do much of the communication about research, professional communicators can add much to this process. And some of us enjoy communication of research so much that we decide to focus on it in our careers.

What kinds of careers exist in research communication? The answers differ among countries, but here are a few types of research-communication work in the United States:

· Reporting on research for newspapers, television, and other media 

· Doing public-information work for universities and other research institutions 

· Preparing reports for companies where research is done 

· Editing research journals 

· Editing research articles directly for the researchers who write them

How does one learn to do so work? Much such learning has been from supervisors and colleagues. Now, however, courses and degree programs exist in technical communication, science journalism, and related fields. Also, organizations such as the American Medical Writers Association offer workshops and other education. And internships in this field now exist.

As was clear from the meeting this weekend, some of us find research communication a very satisfying career. If you’d like to know more about this field, please feel free to ask.
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为什么要从事医学写作方面的工作？或者更广泛地说，为什么要从事科研交流方面的工作？

尽管科研人员本人通常会进行很多科研交流工作，但专业的交流人员会在这一过程中发挥很大作用。并且我们当中的一些人非常喜欢进行科研交流，所以在我们的职业生涯中专注于科研交流。
目前不同国家人们从事的科研交流工作种类不同，美国的科研交流工作有以下几种类型：

· 在报纸、电视和其他媒体上报道科研成果

· 为高校和其他研究机构撰写、发布公共信息

· 为从事研究的公司撰写报告

· 编辑科研期刊

· 直接编辑科研人员撰写的研究论文
想要从事这些工作的人，要多向指导者及其同事学习。现在已有专业交流、科学新闻和其他相关领域的课程或学位培养项目。而且，一些机构如美国医学作家协会还提供研讨会和其他教育资源，并且提供实习机会。

