Guest Post: Getting Research into the Media 

By Barbara Gastel | 07 Mar 2009





Journalist Pius Sawa 
[Note: As mentioned last week, the AuthorAID workshop in Rwanda included a lecture by journalist Pius Sawa. Below is a guest post from Pius. It includes a link to advice he provided on presenting research through the popular media. Thank you, Pius! –Barbara]
Collaboration between researchers and the media is a new ground that is yet to be common, especially in Africa. Like scientific journals, the popular media need to play an important role by publishing research findings.

Research information in the popular media can reach a wide audience and help influence decisions by policy makers. On the other side, scientists need to understand how their work can reach the media and attract attention.

It is evident that developing countries will depend on scientific research in order to develop and achieve the Millennium Development Goals (MDGs).

Training scientists is quite expensive in Africa and other developing countries. But on a sad note, many scientists are on a one-way traffic migrating to where there are good salaries.

However, if their research can be published in the local newspapers, presented by radio stations and TV stations, and posted online, governments will not lose it all.

Here I have compiled some guidelines to scientists on how they should relate with the media. These guidelines are from a presentation I made at the AuthorAID workshop in Rwanda on 24 February 2009.

Guest Post：将科学研究带入新闻媒体
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Pius Sawa 
科研人员和新闻媒体的合作是一个新的领域，目前仍不常见，特别是在非洲。和科技期刊相似，大众传媒应当通过发布科研成果发挥重要作用。
通过大众传媒发布科研信息，可以吸引更多读者，并影响决策者的决定。另一方面，科学家需要了解其工作如何影响新闻媒体并引起大众关注。

显然发展中国家为了寻求发展并实现千年发展目标（Millennium Development Goals，MDGs），必须依赖科学研究。在非洲和其他发展中国家，培养科学家的费用昂贵。但令人遗憾的是，很多科学家移居至高薪收入的国家工作。然而，如果其科研成果能够在当地的报纸发表、通过广播和电视传播并在网上发布，那么政府将不会完全失去这些科研成果。
2009年2月24日在卢旺达召开的AuthorAID研讨会上的发言中搜集了一些科学家如何与新闻媒体建立联系的指导方针。
