Using Images from Elsewhere 
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From a visit to the Cockrell Butterfly Center, Houston Museum of Natural Science 
Greetings again. I hope that 2009 has started well for you.

Maybe you noticed the photo that accompanied last week’s posting. It had the caption “Sunset at Joshua Tree National Park (photo credit: National Park Service)”.

Writing this caption reminded me to discuss using images that aren’t one’s own.

Photos, diagrams, graphs, and other images can enhance our writing. If the images are original ones that you prepare yourself, you can simply use them.

To use images from elsewhere, permission generally is needed. For example, when I wish to reprint (or post) an image from a journal or book, I generally need permission from the publisher.

Obtaining such permission usually is easy. Websites of many journals include e-mail addresses for seeking permission. Sometimes forms for seeking permission are posted.

When permission is given, the publisher (or other copyright holder) commonly says how to state the source. Some publishers or other copyright holders charge a fee to use images.

Some publications and websites state that their images can be used freely, without obtaining permission. However, the source of the image still should be listed.

For example, the photo collection at the Joshua Tree National Park website includes the statement “These images are in the Public Domain and may be reprinted without charge. Please credit the National Park Service.”

I could therefore use the photo from Joshua Tree National Park without seeking permission. And I remembered to list the National Park Service.

What about the photo accompanying this week's posting? I took it myself and so don't need permission and a credit line. I did, however, say where the photo was taken.

Wishing everyone a good week!

Barbara

使用他人的图像
Barbara Gastel 著，2009年1月4日；陈姜 译

照片、示意图、曲线图及其他图像可以增强我们写作的表现力。如果图像是你自己制作的原始文件，你可以直接使用。

使用他人的图像时，通常必须得到他人的许可。例如，如果我想重印某一期刊或图书中的某个图像，通常我要取得到出版社的许可。

一般情况下很容易获得这种许可。许多期刊的网站上都提供了申请许可的E-mail，有的还提供申请许可的表格。

批准许可使用图像时，出版社（或其他版权所有人）通常会解释如何说明图像出处。一些出版商或其他版权所有人会向使用其图像者收取一定的费用。
一些出版商和网站声明，可以免费使用其图像，不必获得许可。然而，我们还是要指出图像的来源。

