Some End-of-Semester Thoughts 
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Here at Texas A&M University, fall semester will end soon. Therefore, for the next few days I’ll be busy grading articles by graduate students and presentations by medical students.

I’ve already been busy meeting with students about drafts of their articles and presentations. As always when I review drafts by graduate and professional students, I’ve learned a lot from the content of the work.

I’ve also been thinking about what makes some of the articles and presentations especially good. Here are some items that characterize the best articles and presentations I’m seeing:

· extensive information-gathering 

· thoughtful integration of information from various sources 

· logical organization 

· clear (and generally simple) wording 

· careful proofreading

Let me say more about the second item: thoughtful integration of information from various sources. The not-so-good papers and presentations just list information from one source and then information from another. The excellent ones show relationships of information from different sources, and they present fresh insights in this regard.

Such integration also tends to characterize good Discussion sections of papers for journals. Indeed, the five characteristics listed above are also some characteristics of good journal submissions and conference presentations.

This similarity is as it should be, for the characteristics sought in student communications and those sought in professional communications should be consistent. Some of the students are starting to publish articles and speak at conferences, and I hope that some of the others will do so soon.

But now, back to grading!
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我认为好的文章和报告应当具备下列一些特点：

· 广泛收集信息

· 将不同来源的信息精心整合

· 组织合理

· 用词准确（通常简洁）

· 细心校对

就第二条“将不同来源的信息精心整合”来讲，写得不好的文章和报告仅仅罗列出不同来源的信息。写得好的文章和报告会表明不同来源信息之间的关系及其在这方面代表的新视点。

好的期刊论文讨论部分也具备这种整合的特点。实际上，上述五个特点也是好的期刊投稿和会议报告的特点。
