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Tom Lang 
[Note: Recently AuthorAID helped find a leader for a writing workshop in Zambia. Below, the workshop leader, Tom Lang, presents some highlights. Thanks very much, Tom!]
In August, I taught a week-long course on report writing and scientific publications at the National Institute for Scientific and Industrial Research in Zambia. Among the 19 participants were several from other countries, including Rawanda, Malawi, and Swaziland. The largest group of participants consisted of physicians involved with HIV/AIDS research. Most of the rest were in food and agricultural science.

We met in a state-of-the-art computer training room, which was both good and bad. Good, because the room was pleasant; bad, because each participant had to look over or around a computer screen to see my slides, and each knew that if I got boring, they could check their e-mail during the lecture.(!)

One of the items they enjoyed most was the discussion of the differences between the writing we learn to do in school (what I call “practice writing”) and the writing we need to do as working scientists (what I call "applied writing"). Selected slides on this topic are attached.

People all over the world are taught to write in the tradition of the humanities and are thus ill-prepared to write in the sciences. By calling attention to this fact, I allow participants to change their opinions about writing. Those who objected to writing "personal-reaction essays" in school are now free to see that applied writing in the sciences is an integral part of the research process and a skill worth developing.

Tom Lang
应试写作与应用写作
Tom Lang 著，2008年10月6日；刘玮 译
“应试写作”是指我们在学校学到的写作方式，“应用写作”是作为一个科学家应该采用的写作方式(slides on this topic)。人们通常接受的教育是从人文角度进行写作，因此并不擅长科学领域的写作。需要注意的是，科学领域的应用写作是科研过程必不可少的一部分，也是值得提高的一项技能。
