Happy 3-Month Birthday, EQUATOR! 

By Barbara Gastel | 29 Sep 2008

On Friday, EQUATOR reached its 3-month birthday. No, I don’t mean the Earth’s equator. I mean the EQUATOR Network, an initiative to improve scientific publications.

Officially launched on 26 June 2008, the EQUATOR network has a Web site providing resources for research reporting. Why the name EQUATOR? It stands for Enhancing the QUAality and Transparency Of health Research.

An especially useful part of the EQUATOR Web site lists reporting guidelines—which it defines as “statements that provide advice on how to report research methods and findings”. The listed guidelines say what kinds of information to include in reports of various types of health research (such as randomized controlled trials, epidemiologic studies, and surveys). Some of the guidelines also suggest how to present the information. Using such guidelines helps ensure that articles are complete and clear.

The list of reporting guidelines includes references, so users can find the journal articles containing the guidelines. It also provides links to some of the guidelines.

In addition, the EQUATOR Web site has a section containing links to materials on copyright, research ethics, and other topics. Thus, although this Web site is mainly for health researchers, parts of it can help other researchers too.

Do reporting guidelines also exist for research in fields other than health? If you know of reporting guidelines in other scientific fields, please inform us of them by posting a comment.

Meanwhile, happy 3-month birthday, EQUATOR! We look forward to seeing its Web site continue to grow and develop.

祝贺EQUATOR协作网成立三个月！

Barbara Gastel 著，2008年9月29日；陈姜 译
EQUATOR的全称为Enhancing the QUAality and Transparency Of health Research（提高医疗卫生研究的质量及透明度），EQUATOR协作网于2008年6月26日正式成立，该网站为科研报告提供信息资源，其宗旨是改善科技出版状况。

EQUATOR协作网中特别有用的内容是一系列“报告指南”，即“为如何报道科研方法和结果提供建议的声明”。网站列出的指南讲述了在不同类型的医疗卫生研究（如随机对照试验、流行病学研究和调查）报告中都要包括哪些信息类型。其中的一些指南还建议如何呈现信息。利用这些指南，可以确保文章完整、清晰。
报告指南中包括了参考文献，使用者可以找到包括这些指南的期刊论文。网站还提供了与一些指南的链接。
此外，EQUATOR协作网提供了与版权、科研伦理学及其他主题内容的链接。尽管网站主要是面向医疗卫生研究人员，但其中部分内容对其他研究人员也有用。

