Resource of the Week #174: Some Infographics on Online Courses

By Barbara Gastel | Aug. 9, 2014 |

Hello again. This week’s resource is a set of infographics about online learning.
These infographics were created for INASP, which includes AuthorAID. They
emphasize online learning in developing countries, including online courses
from INASP.

The topics of these infographics are as follows:

o Items required for online learning in developing countries, and
availability of these items

How INASP’s online courses work, including how participants are chosen

The demand for and benefits of online courses in developing countries
. Challenges to providing online courses in developing countries, and ways
to overcome these challenges

The demography of online-course participants in developing countries
. The outcomes of INASP online courses

The demography of participants in INASP online courses (gender,
location, educational level, etc)

In the infographic on outcomes, I was happy to see that of the researchers
taking an AuthorAID writing course online, at least about two thirds had their
papers accepted by peer-reviewed journals.

I also was glad to see that about half of those who had taken the course shared
what they learned with colleagues and students.

These infographics impressed me as being very informative, readable, and
attractive. My compliments to Nicola Adams, who created these infographics.
And my thanks to Julie Walker at INASP for mentioning them.

Until next post—
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Resource of the Week #175: The Ten Simple Rules Collection

By Barbara Gastel | Aug. 17, 2014 |

Hello again. This week’s resource was mentioned by AuthorAID team member
Andy Nobes. Titled the Ten Simple Rules Collection, it consists of articles that
each present 10 pieces of advice. The articles focus on scientific communication
and related topics.

The articles appeared as editorials in the journal PLoS Computational

Biology. Many are by Editor-in-Chief Philip E. Bourne, alone or with
collaborators. New articles are added to the Ten Simple Rules Collection as they
are published.

There are now almost 40 Ten Simple Rules articles. The earliest appeared in
2005, and the newest appeared this summer. Those that might interest many
AuthorAID community members include

. “Ten Simple Rules for Getting Published”

. “Ten Simple Rules for Getting Grants”

. “Ten Simple Rules for Making Good Oral Presentations”

. “Ten Simple Rules for a Good Poster Presentation”

. “Ten Simple Rules for Aspiring Scientists in a Low-Income Country”

. “Ten Simple Rules for Getting Help from Online Scientific Communities”
. “Ten Simple Rules for Online Learning”

. “Ten Simple Rules for Writing a Literature Review”

. “Ten Simple Rules for Writing Research Papers”



https://magic.piktochart.com/output/2387900-requirements-for-online-learning
http://www.ploscollections.org/article/browse/issue/info%3Adoi%2F10.1371%2Fissue.pcol.v03.i01
http://www.ploscollections.org/article/info%3Adoi%2F10.1371%2Fjournal.pcbi.0010057
http://www.ploscollections.org/article/info%3Adoi%2F10.1371%2Fjournal.pcbi.0020012
http://www.ploscollections.org/article/info%3Adoi%2F10.1371%2Fjournal.pcbi.0030077
http://www.ploscollections.org/article/info%3Adoi%2F10.1371%2Fjournal.pcbi.0030102
http://www.ploscollections.org/article/info%3Adoi%2F10.1371%2Fjournal.pcbi.1000024
http://www.ploscollections.org/article/info%3Adoi%2F10.1371%2Fjournal.pcbi.1002202
http://www.ploscollections.org/article/info%3Adoi%2F10.1371%2Fjournal.pcbi.1002631
http://www.ploscollections.org/article/info%3Adoi%2F10.1371%2Fjournal.pcbi.1003149
http://www.ploscollections.org/article/info%3Adoi%2F10.1371%2Fjournal.pcbi.1003453

In addition to accessing each article individually, one can download PDF files
containing sets of earlier articles from the series. Sets are available in English
and Chinese.

Thank you, Andy, for mentioning this collection.

Until next post—
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Resource of the Week #176: A Presentation on Systematic Reviews

By Barbara Gastel | Aug. 23, 2014 |
Hello again. This week’s resource was mentioned by Julie Walker, who directs
AuthorAID as a whole. The topic is systematic reviews.



A systematic review is called systematic because those preparing it take a
systematic (carefully planned) approach to seeking and considering previous
research findings. The goal is to provide a valid overview of what is known on a
given question or topic.

The current resource is a 16-slide presentation on systematic reviews. One can
view the presentation as a video, download the slides, or both. In addition, one
can take a quiz about the presentation.

The presentation includes information on what systematic reviews are, why
they are needed, and what makes a review systematic. It also discusses
searching for evidence to include in a systematic review.

In addition, the presentation discusses 4 main types of systematic reviews.
These types are statistical meta-analyses, narrative systematic reviews, rapid
evidence assessments, and qualitative systematic reviews.

This presentation is part of a lecture series from the Asian Development Bank
(ADB) and the International Initiative for Impact Evaluation (3ie). The series is
being released in preparation for the conference Making Impact Evaluation
Matter, to be held 1-5 September in Manila, Philippines.

Thank you, Julie, for mentioning this resource.
Until next post—
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Resource of the Week #177: A MOOC Starting Tuesday

By Barbara Gastel | Aug. 31, 2014 |

Hello again. This week’s resource is a massive open online course (MOOC)
titled Writing in the Sciences. The course starts this Tuesday (September 2),
and it ends October 26. Anyone interested can register.

This course will last 8 weeks. The first 4 weeks will deal with effective writing in
general. Thus, this part of the course can aid both researchers in the sciences
and those in other fields. The second 4 weeks will focus specifically on scientific
writing.

The course will include video lectures, quizzes, and editing exercises. Students
also will write 2 short papers and edit each other’s work. According to the
course description, students should expect to spend about 4 to 8 hours per
week.

Students scoring at least 60% will pass the course and receive a Statement of
Accomplishment. Students scoring at least 90% will receive a Statement of
Accomplishment with distinction.

The course is from Stanford University, in the United States. The instructor,
Kristin Sainani, has an MS in statistics, a PhD in epidemiology, and a certificate
in science writing. She has won teaching awards.

This MOOC has been offered before, and I have heard good things about it. More
information is available on the course website.

Until next post—
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Resource of the Week #178: Wiley Exchanges

By Barbara Gastel | Sept. 7, 2014 |

Hello again. When 2 people have the same idea at the same time, we sometimes
use the English-language expression “"Great minds think alike.” The end of last
month, 2 minds at AuthorAID were thinking alike. Here’s the story.

In a newsletter from the publisher Wiley, I learned of a website called Wiley
Exchanges. I made a note to consider making it a Resource of the Week.

The next day, Julie Walker at INASP sent me email suggesting that we feature
Wiley Exchanges as a Resource of the Week. What a coincidence! I've now
looked at this resource more, and I'm pleased to feature it.

A part of Wiley Exchanges that might especially interest AuthorAID members is
the Exchanges Blog. Some titles of recent posts in this blog are the following:

. How to write a grant application

. How to promote your research through blogging

o How to become a master presenter

. Seven things to consider when preparing your book proposal
. How to judge the news value of your paper

Wiley Exchanges also has a part on publishing ethics. It includes a link to the
new edition of Wiley’s publishing-ethics guidelines.

I'm glad that Julie and I both became aware of this resource. I hope that you
find it valuable too.

Until next post—
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Resource of the Week #179: Writing Journal Papers from a Thesis

By Barbara Gastel | Sept. 14, 2014 |

Hello again. This week’s resource is by AuthorAID team member Dr. Bernard
Appiah. It's a presentation that he gave at a recent AuthorAID workshop in
Tanzania. The topic is writing (and publishing) journal articles based on one’s
thesis or dissertation.

The presentation begins with general advice on this topic. This first material is
adapted from part of an AuthorAID workshop on writing theses and
dissertations.

Most of the presentation focuses on Bernard’s experience publishing papers
based on his master’s thesis. Bernard has published 2 papers based on his
thesis. Each paper presents different findings from his thesis research.

Bernard published the 2 papers in different journals. He submitted each paper in
response to a call for papers on a specific theme. One lesson from Bernard’s
experience is to be alert for such opportunities if journals in your field have calls
for papers.


http://www.authoraid.info/en/resources/details/1220/
http://www.authoraid.info/en/resources/details/1001/

Another lesson is that publishing a journal article based on a thesis requires
greatly condensing the content. Bernard’s thesis had 12 figures and 30 tables,
but the journal that published the second paper allows a total of 5 tables and
figures.

Thank you, Bernard, for sharing your presentation. And congratulations on
publishing the papers based on your thesis!

Until next post—

Barbara
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Resource of the Week #180: More on Theses and Papers Resulting from Them

By Barbara Gastel | Sept. 21, 2014 |
Hello again. As you may recall, last week we featured a presentation by Bernard
Appiah on writing journal articles based on one’s thesis.



A few days earlier, Andy Nobes at INASP happened to mention a resource on a
similar topic. It's a presentation titled “The Research Process and Write-up”.
This presentation contains much good advice, and so it's our current Resource
of the Week.

The presentation is by Steven J. Armstrong, Professor of Organisational
Behaviour at Hull University Business School (in the United Kingdom). Among
the topics that it addresses are

o roles and responsibilities of PhD students and their supervisors
. the structure of a thesis
. the publication process

One useful part of this presentation is a list of items that examiners (thesis
reviewers) dislike. Another favorite part is the statement “"Research should be
written ‘down’ before, during, and at the end of the research—not just ‘up’ after
it is over!”

Because doctoral education differs somewhat among settings, some points in
this presentation might not always apply. However, most of the content seems
widely applicable.

If you're doing a thesis—or if you're supervising someone doing a thesis—I
encourage you to look at this resource.

Until next post—
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Resource of the Week #181: Concise Advice on Writing Grant Proposals

By Barbara Gastel | Sept. 28, 2014 |

Hello again. I'm pleased to feature a new resource titled “Writing Grant
Proposals”. This 2-page handout from INASP has sections with the following
titles:

. Prepare to write the proposal

. Write a clear and detailed application

o Comply with the criteria

. Provide a detailed budget and show your organisation's commitment
o Provide supporting documents

. Show you have considered the impact of your activity

. If you are asked to revise your proposal

. If you were awarded a grant

The handout briefly and readably presents much good advice. Here are
examples of points in it that might not be widely known:

“Know the scope of the grant—some costs (such as those of IT equipment) may
not be covered.”

. “Show what you are contributing. This doesn’t have to be financial; it
could also be time (for example, time for preparation and follow-up or for
employees to attend) or a long-term commitment from your organisation.”

. “If you are planning to attend a conference: [provide a] list of the
sessions you would like to attend at the conference. This will show that
you've looked at the programme and seen that the conference suits your
needs/interests.”

Special thanks to Ambra Venturini of INASP for sharing this resource.
Until next post—

Barbara
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Resource of the Week #182: An Aid to Editing Your Own Writing
By Barbara Gastel | Oct. 4, 2014 |

Hello again. Is your writing ever needlessly hard to read? Is it ever excessively
long? A few days ago I learned of a new article titled “25 Ways to Tighten Your
Writing”. This article presents tips that can help solve such problems.

Here are some examples of the tips:

. “Cut long sentences in two.” (If a sentence contains multiple ideas, put
each in a separate sentence.)

. “Replace stuffy words with simple ones.” (Where possible, use familiar
words.)

. Delete the word “very”, which usually doesn’t add much meaning.

11


http://www.prdaily.com/Main/Articles/17190.aspx
http://www.prdaily.com/Main/Articles/17190.aspx

o “Eliminate ‘there is’ or ‘there are’ at the beginning of sentences.”
(Restructure sentences that start with these empty words.)

One tip, though, doesn’t always apply. It states, “Use contractions.”
Contractions (such as doesn’t and theyre) can work well in casual writing, such
as blog posts. However, they’re not suitable for formal writing, such as journal
articles and grant proposals.

“25 Ways”, which is by a freelance writer, contains many examples. These
examples both clarify the points and enliven the article. Also, the article has
links to sources of further information on some of the points.

This article can aid in editing one’s own writing. I encourage you to look at it.
Until next post—
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Resource of the Week #183: Presentations from the 2014 CSE Meeting
By Barbara Gastel | Oct. 12, 2014
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Hello again. Many presentations from this year’s Council of Science Editors (CSE)
annual meeting have now become openly available. Some of these
presentations may interest both authors and editors.

To access presentations from the meeting, scroll down the list of numbered
sessions. Information after each session title includes a list of speakers and a
session description. If presentations from the session are available, links to
them then appear below.

Two sessions that might interest many AuthorAID members are

. Session 20: “Educational Strategies in Publication Ethics for Asian
Authors”
. Session 22: “Editorial and Publication Processes in Developing and Newly

Industrialized Nations”

Session 16: “Editorial Boards: Nuts and Bolts” might interest AuthorAID
members who are journal editors. Session 27: “Behind the Scenes with Style
Guides” might interest those who are manuscript editors.

Those who are editors and value mentoring others might like the presentations
from Session 07: “Editorial Internships: Opportunities for All to Benefit”. All
three speakers at this session provided presentations.

If a speaker’s presentation is not posted but you want to see it, I suggest
contacting the speaker. The speaker might be able to provide a copy or
otherwise share information. And you might be making a helpful new
professional contact.

Until next post—

Barbara
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