Tip of the Week #226

By Bernard Appiah | 24 March 2015

When writing grant applications, ensure that the role that each team member is to play
matches the team member's strengths. Reviewers and funders may consider this match
in making funding decisions.
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Tip of the Week #227

By Bernard Appiah | 1 April 2015
Beware of using long trains of nouns. For example, the phrase "asthma drug effect
data” is difficult to read.
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Tip of the Week #228

By Bernard Appiah | 7 April 2015
When providing feedback on a piece of scholarly writing, criticize the product, not the
person.
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Tip of the Week #229

By Bernard Appiah | 15 April 2015
Citing appropriate sources not only aids credibility but also can lead readers to new
knowledge.
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Tip of the Week #230

By Bernard Appiah |22 April 2015

When responding to questions after making an oral presentation, don't fake it if you
don't know an answer. Alternatives include saying how to find the answer, saying you
will seek the answer and reply later, and simply saying you do not know.
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Tip of the Week #231

By Bernard Appiah | 29 April 2015

If a call for grant proposals notes an opportunity to ask questions before submission,
consider taking advantage of that opportunity. It could increase the likelihood that
your proposal makes the cut.
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Tip of the Week #232

By Bernard Appiah | 6 May 2015
Don't just say you analyzed your findings with a particular statistical package or
program. Indicate the version of that statistical program.
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Tip of the Week #233


http://www.authoraid.info/author/bappiah
http://www.authoraid.info/news/%20http:/www.authoraid.info/author/bappiah
http://www.authoraid.info/author/bappiah
http://www.authoraid.info/news/%20http:/www.authoraid.info/author/bappiah
http://www.authoraid.info/author/bappiah
http://www.authoraid.info/news/%20http:/www.authoraid.info/author/bappiah
http://www.authoraid.info/author/bappiah

By Bernard Appiah | 13 May 2015

Don't jump too quickly into writing a grant proposal. Consider testing the waters with
someone you trust who resembles a reviewer. If you can't wow that person with your
idea, re-strategize.
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Tip of the Week #234

By Bernard Appiah | 20 May 2015
Know the primary audience that follows you on Twitter. For example, if audience

members care mainly about your research, don't tweet too much about your personal
life.
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Tip of the Week #235

By Bernard Appiah | 27 May 2015

When preparing a PowerPoint presentation, be consistent. For instance, if you are
using bullet points on a slide, don't have some points that are phrases and others that
are full sentences.
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Tip of the Week #236

By Bernard Appiah | 4 June 2015
Presenting your research to members of the public in a story form is a useful way of
helping the reader, listener, or viewer understand it.
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Tip of the Week #237

By Bernard Appiah | 9 June 2015
One way of determining whether a journal might be predatory is to see how long it
takes to publish papers. If this time seems unrealistically short, be suspicious.

Tip of the Week #237

Bernard Appiah %, 201546 H 9 H; JGERIE %
T T2 5 N B XS AT ) — DOk 2 B 6 K 3R S 75 B[R] [, Wik
AVIE SERRHRE RS, BN OAFMEE T o

Tip of the Week #238

By Bernard Appiah | 16 June 2015

When writing about your research for a lay audience, consider using boldface or
italics for terms that readers may not be familiar with. Then provide a glossary to
explain the terms.
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Tip of the Week #239

By Bernard Appiah | 23 June 2015
If you are applying for a job and you submit a CV listing people as references, let the
people know. That way, they can be ready if contacted.
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Tip of the Week #240

By Bernard Appiah | 30 June 2015
You can learn from rejection of a grant proposal. Stop thinking about "if only I got it"
and focus on "lessons from the reviews".
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Tip of the Week #241

By Bernard Appiah | 7 July 2015

If you have diverse research goals, consider writing a brief research statement in order
to increase your focus. It should be wide enough to accommodate your goals but
narrow enough for you to build a cohesive research program.
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Tip of the Week #242

By Bernard Appiah | 14 July 2015

When writing a book from a dissertation, pay attention to the audience. For your
dissertation, the main audience was your committee. In the case of a book, the
audience could be many people you don't know.
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Tip of the Week #243
By Bernard Appiah | 22 July 2015


http://www.authoraid.info/news/%20http:/www.authoraid.info/author/bappiah
http://www.authoraid.info/author/bappiah
http://www.authoraid.info/news/%20http:/www.authoraid.info/author/bappiah
http://www.authoraid.info/author/bappiah
http://www.authoraid.info/news/%20http:/www.authoraid.info/author/bappiah
http://www.authoraid.info/author/bappiah
http://www.authoraid.info/news/%20http:/www.authoraid.info/author/bappiah

Seeking feedback on an early draft of a manuscript can save you time. Don't wait till
you have spent months before seeking expert advice.
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Tip of the Week #244

By Bernard Appiah | 29 July 2015
Paraphrasing entails presenting material entirely in your own way. Changing one or
two words or phrases does not make the material your own.
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Tip of the Week #245

By Bernard Appiah | 4 August 2015
Tables can aid in presenting findings. But use them only if text will not be enough.
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Tip of the Week #246

By Bernard Appiah | 11 August 2015
Many grant proposals require short CVs. Preparing one from a long CV requires time
and thought. Don't wait until the last minute.
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By Bernard Appiah | 18 August 2015
Articles listed as "in preparation” may not add much weight to your CV. Reviewers
realize that anyone can cite many articles as being "in preparation™.
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Tip of the Week #248

By Bernard Appiah | 25 August 2015

When deciding whether to write a grant proposal, look at the number of grants
expected to be awarded. For instance, if a funding agency is giving only one large
grant, consider whether you really have a chance.
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Tip of the Week #249

By Bernard Appiah | 1 September 2015
Tables should be understandable without the main text of a piece of writing. If you
have to read the main text to understand a table, revise the table.
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Tip of the Week #250

By Bernard Appiah | 8 September 2015

Grant proposals may require administrative approval by your institution and
collaborating institutions. Start the process early to avoid missing deadlines because
of administrative bottlenecks.
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