Tip of the Week #201

By Bernard Appiah | 1 October 2014
Journal instructions for reviewers are not only for reviewers. Authors can also read
them to have an idea how their manuscripts will be evaluated.
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Tip of the Week #202

By Bernard Appiah | 8 October 2014
Choose every word in the summary of a grant proposal carefully. If a word seems
unclear, kick it out and kick in a more exact word.
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Tip of the Week #203

By Bernard Appiah | 16 October 2014
When presenting a poster, dress in colors compatible with it. If your clothing clashes
with your presentation, people may not want to view your work.
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Tip of the Week #204

By Bernard Appiah | 22 October 2014

When citing literature in a scholarly paper, beware of exaggeration. For example,
avoid "It has been widely observed that ..." if only few isolated references support the
observation.
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Tip of the Week #205

By Bernard Appiah | 29 October 2014

Avoid the "I'"" syndrome when writing a multi-authored paper from your thesis or
dissertation. For example, if in your thesis or dissertation you wrote "I reviewed the
literature,” change the "I to "We" in the paper.
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Tip of the Week #206

By Bernard Appiah | 5 November 2014
When peer reviewing a manuscript, indicate the good points before stating the
negatives.
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Tip of the Week #207

By Bernard Appiah | 12 November 2014

If you are citing a website as a reference, use the date of last update as the year of
publication. If that is not available, use the copyright date. If that is missing, use
"n.d.” (no date) as the year of publication.
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Tip of the Week #208

By Bernard Appiah | 19 November 2014

In the discussion section of a manuscript, you can introduce your perspectives and
those of others. But ensure that the discussion actually focuses on the research
questions.
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Tip of the Week #209

By Bernard Appiah | 25 November 2014
Try to avoid modifiers such as "very" and "quite". They usually add little to the
meaning.
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Tip of the Week #210

By Bernard Appiah | 3 December 2014
In trying to make writing more concise, try to answer the question: "Can | make the
same point in fewer words?"
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Tip of the Week #211

By Bernard Appiah | 9 December 2014
Repeating some phrases for emphasis can be acceptable, but avoid making the same
point over and over again.
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Tip of the Week #212

By Bernard Appiah | 17 December 2014

Presenting your research at a conference is a good strategy. But try to finish writing a
paper on the research as soon afterward as possible, so you don't lose ideas obtained
during the presentation.
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Tip of the Week #213

By Bernard Appiah | 24 December 2014
As you work on a scholarly paper, think of how it could lead to the next paper you
plan to write.
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Tip of the Week #214

By Bernard Appiah | 31 December 2014
If you are struggling unsuccessfully to come up with the right word, move on and
return to the sentence later. Don't let word-choice difficulties block your flow of ideas.
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Tip of the Week #215

By Bernard Appiah | 7 January 2015
Give each paragraph a defined focus. Paragraphs that lead in different directions may
confuse readers.
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Tip of the Week #216

By Bernard Appiah | 14 January 2015
When writing grant proposals, imagine that you are the reviewer. Would everything in
the proposal be clear to you? If not, revise the proposal accordingly.
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Tip of the Week #217

By Bernard Appiah | 21 January 2015
When making PowerPoint presentations, don't put too much text on a slide. Experts
generally say not to exceed 7 to 10 lines of text.
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Tip of the Week #218

By Bernard Appiah | 28 January 2015
Make good use of a mentor's time. For example, don't waste time asking your mentor
for information that you could easily find yourself.
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Tip of the Week #219

By Bernard Appiah | 4 February 2015
If a grant proposal that you are writing requires a letter from an administrator at your
institution, alert the person early. Otherwise, you may not receive the letter on time.
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Tip of the Week #220

By Bernard Appiah | 11 February 2015
When making oral presentations, try to avoid fillers such as 'um' and 'you know'. Such
words may prolong your presentation and distract your listeners.
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Tip of the Week #221

By Bernard Appiah | 18 February 2015
Developing your writing skills can help you reduce the time you usually spend on
writing.
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Tip of the Week #222

By Bernard Appiah | 24 February 2015

Be aware of the people who need to approve your scholarly work. If your are writing
for a journal, pay attention to editors and reviewers. If you are writing a thesis, pay
attention to your examiners.


http://www.authoraid.info/author/bappiah
http://www.authoraid.info/news/%20http:/www.authoraid.info/author/bappiah
http://www.authoraid.info/author/bappiah
http://www.authoraid.info/news/%20http:/www.authoraid.info/author/bappiah
http://www.authoraid.info/author/bappiah
http://www.authoraid.info/news/%20http:/www.authoraid.info/author/bappiah
http://www.authoraid.info/author/bappiah
http://www.authoraid.info/news/%20http:/www.authoraid.info/author/bappiah

Tip of the Week #222

Bernard Appiah %, 201542 H 24 H; JElHelE ¥
S FENAE TR e N 2 HEE VR 22 AR A . W RAR SR SR N T g T, B e
WAV N WERARES AR, MM ITTEVFRIA

Tip of the Week #223

By Bernard Appiah | 3 March 2015
Even if you don't have a writing space, you can create a thinking space where you can
reflect on your work. It can even be just a place that you like to walk.
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Tip of the Week #224

By Bernard Appiah | 11 March 2015
It is better to read a full paper and not cite it than to read just an abstract and cite it.
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Tip of the Week #225

By Bernard Appiah | 17 March 2015

If you are trying to publish a translation of a paper already published in another
language, inform both the original journal and the journal where you would like the
translation to appear.
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