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Dear Andy Nobes,

Welcome to the first AuthorAID Mentor Newsletter! We felt it was time to thank you for
your valuable support, keep you up-to-date with activities at AuthorAID and let you know
about other opportunities to get involved.

Quick navigation:

1. Good news stories

2. Keep us up-to-date with your skills and availability — new skills

3. Online course guest facilitation — a great way to help early-career researchers
4. Promoting AuthorAID mentoring

Good news stories

Have you read Ugandan entomologist Joshua Okonya’s story? He researches the
influence of temperature on sweet potato pests, a vital issue to understand as Africa’s
farmers seek to respond to changes in climate and avoid food shortages. Joshua
published his first research papers with support from AuthorAID mentors and now is a
mentor himself, helping other scientists get their important research published. The story
is now available on the INASP website: Ugandan entomologist overcame barriers to
publication with help from the AuthorAID network.

Do you have any good news to share? Have you helped a mentee publish a paper, win a
grant or make a presentation? We would love to hear about any of your successes, big
or small.

Email us your story/news
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Keep us up-to-date with your skills and availability —
plus new sKkills

It's very important to keep your profile up-to-date so that potential mentees know what
skills and support you are offering. It's also a good idea to add some information in the
‘Biography’ section so that researchers know a bit more about your background.

Please note that we have recently added some new ‘skills’. If you can provide support in
any of these areas, please log in to your AuthorAlD account and ‘edit profile’, then
choose from the dropdown in the ‘support offered’ section:

« Career mentoring

e Literature reviews

* News articles

» Policy briefs

» Social media

» Systematic reviews

« Technical reports

» Theses and dissertation writing

Are there any other skills that you think should be available to choose? Please email us
with your ideas
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Online course guest facilitation — a great way to help
early-career researchers

In November last year we ran our first Research Writing MOOC (Massive Online Open
Course). Over 1700 researchers signed up and nearly 600 completed the course. You
can read more about the course here. The highlight of the course was the help we
received from our team of ‘guest facilitators’, many of whom were volunteer AuthorAlD
mentors. They did a great job of answering questions in the discussion forums
throughout the 6 weeks of the course. So a big ‘thank you’ to:

Bernard Appiah (Ghana)

Alejandra Arreola Triana (Mexico)
Madeleen Bosma (Sweden)

Alexandra Draxler (France)

Richard de Grijs (China)

Ross Jansen-van Vuuren (New Zealand)
Ismael Kimirei (Tanzania)

Michael Kumi (Ghana)

Nasir Mansoor Sahibzada (Pakistan)


http://www.authoraid.info/en/mentoring/dashboard/
mailto:authoraid@inasp.info
http://www.authoraid.info/en/news/details/1007/

Next online course — 15t April to 12th May

We are running another online course (MOOC) in research writing starting on the 15t
April.

We would like a small team of guest facilitators to help the course run smoothly. The
guest facilitator role is honorary, so we cannot offer any payment, but we will be awarding
a certificate and digital badge.

What skills do | need?

You should have recent experience in writing and publishing papers and experience or
keen interest in online learning and teaching. The role mainly involves aiding discussion
and answering questions in the online forums. The course will take place on our Moodle
platform.

If you would like to help, please send us an email telling us why you are interested in

being a guest facilitator and how many hours a week you can commit.
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Promoting AuthorAID mentoring

We currently have a shortage of mentors in key areas, so we are still very keen to recruit
more. We recently carried out a gap analysis of our mentors and mentees, which shows
the shortfall by subject:
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There is a shortage of mentors across all subject areas, but most noticeably within
Business & Administration, Medicine & Health, Agriculture, Environmental Studies and
Social Sciences.

Do you have any ideas on how we can recruit more mentors to the website? As well as
these key subjects we are always keen to widen our pool of mentors in all subject areas.


mailto:authoraid@inasp.info

We would be very grateful if you could inform your colleagues and peers that we are
looking for new mentors. We also have a promotional toolkit with a range of flyers and
other resources that you are very welcome to use if you want to help promote AuthorAlID
to your colleagues and wider networks.
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We hope you found this newsletter useful. Our new AuthorAID newsletters to mentors will
be sent approximately monthly as a way to keep you informed of the latest news from
AuthorAID and how your involvement is helping make a difference. These messages are
separate from the occasional administrative messages sent by AuthorAID and you can
unsubscribe from this newsletter without cancelling your AuthorAlD user account. For
more information on our privacy policy, see the AuthorAID website.

If you have any questions or problems please send us an email.

Best wishes
The AuthorAlD at INASP Team
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