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Introduction: 
Some Context 



Some Context 

• My current work 

– Professor at Texas A&M University (main field: 
communication of science and medicine) 

– Team member, AuthorAID 

• My work in 1983–1985  

– Visiting professor at Beijing Medical University 
(now Peking University Health Science Center) 

– Editorial consultant, Chinese Medical Association 

• I’m happy to be back! 



The 2014 Council of Science 
Editors (CSE) Annual Meeting 

 

Selected Highlights 

http://www.councilscienceeditors.org/
http://www.councilscienceeditors.org/




The 2014 CSE Meeting 

• 2–5 May 2014 in San Antonio, Texas 

• Included 

– Plenary sessions 

– Concurrent sessions 

– Exhibits, including poster presentations 

– Awards luncheon 

– Receptions 

• Main part preceded by short courses 

 



Plenary Address by Howard Bauchner, 
MD, Editor-in Chief, JAMA 



Selected Points from Dr. Bauchner 

• AMA journals now all have JAMA in title 
(before: Archives of Internal Medicine etc)—
helps in attracting articles and in marketing 

• July 2013—all 10 journals redesigned 

– All look similar 

– New design helps in finding content 

• Some abstracts of articles now can include a 
table 

 



Points from Dr. Bauchner (cont) 

• New article type: clinical evidence synopsis  
(2-page summary of meta-analysis, starting 
with a clinical question) 

• Some journal-related communications 

– Weekly podcast by editor-in-chief 

– Videos featuring some authors 

• July 2014—will begin having some online-only 
articles 



Points from Dr. Bauchner (cont) 

• An important current issue: data sharing 

• Open access 

– Shift of cost from readers to authors 

– Is a pre-determined acceptance rate necessary? 

• Journals: more change in the last 10 years 
than in the previous 100 

• Question asked: current and future 
international involvement of JAMA 

 

 



Selected Points from Concurrent 
Sessions 



Article-Based (Continuous) 
Publication 

• Trend: posting articles online as soon as they 
are copyedited and the pages are composed 
(rather than waiting for a journal issue to be 
complete) 

• Some journals using content identifiers (CIDs) 
to aid in grouping similar articles 

• Popular with authors 

• Possible implications for metrics 



Editorial Internships 

• At some editorial offices of journals, institutes, 
book publishers, etc 

• Perspectives of a former intern and two 
internship supervisors on benefits and 
challenges 

• Advice on making an internship productive 

• Resource distributed: article on hosting a 
biomedical communication intern 



Continuous Operations in 
Emergencies 

• Keeping a journal operating in case of an 
earthquake, tornado, flood, or such (or if a key 
team member becomes unavailable) 

• Some advice 

– Keep file backups in various sites. 

– Have an emergency evacuation bag packed. 

– Give staff members contact cards. 

– Cross-train staff members. 



Educational Strategies in Publica-
tion Ethics for Asian Authors 

• Some highlights below of presentation by Jing 
Duan, PhD, Acta Ecologica Sinica 

• Some factors contributing to problems 

– Lack of communication/education 

– Difficulty of writing in English 

– Lack of tradition of intellectual property 

– Pressures from evaluation system 

– Cultural pressure to get advanced degrees 

 

 

 



Points from Jing Duan (cont) 

• Some ways to help solve the problems 

– Instructional materials on publication ethics—in 
Chinese, based on Chinese authors’ needs 

– Clear, readable instructions for authors, including 
instructions relating to ethics 

– Reminders to authors (for example, in letters) 

– Chinese-language website on journal 
requirements 

– Building bridges (e.g., by visiting China) 



Concurrent Session on Style Guides 

• Scientific Style and Format (CSE style manual): 
8th edition newly published—available in 
print and online 

• AMA Manual of Style 

– Available in print and online 

– New edition expected in about 2016 

– Recent additions include quizzes (monthly), blog, 
tweets 



Style-Guide Session (cont) 

• Style guides of specific journals 

– Serve as supplements to general style manuals 

– Some types of content:  topics not covered in general style 
manuals, items done specific ways by the journal, 
standardized author queries 

– Some advice: 

• Categorize  material from the user’s standpoint. 

• Have effective cross-references. 

• Make good use of examples (simple, clear, realistic, 
comprehensive). 



CSE Award for Meritorious 
Achievement: Given to ORCID 

• Open Researcher and Contributor ID 

• A unique identification number for each researcher 

• Used on papers, grant applications, etc 

• Helps especially in distinguishing authors with the 
same name and identifying authors whose names 
have changed or are listed differently 

• For information, please see orcid.org 

http://www.orcid.org/


Notes 

• Summaries of each year’s CSE annual-meeting 
sessions appear in the CSE magazine/journal, Science 
Editor. 

• Photos of the 2014 CSE annual meeting can be 
viewed on the CSE website. 

• A priority of the new CSE president,                           
Tim Cross: more CSE involvement                                
beyond the United States and Canada 

     

 

 

http://www.councilscienceeditors.org/publications/science-editor/
http://www.councilscienceeditors.org/publications/science-editor/


Some Other Current Trends and 
Issues 



Revised ICMJE Authorship Criteria 

• From the International Committee of Medical Journal Editors 

• “Authorship requires:  

– Substantial contributions to: the conception or design of 
the work; or the acquisition, analysis, or interpretation of 
data for the work; AND  

– Drafting the work or revising it critically for important 
intellectual content; AND  

– Final approval of the version to be published; AND  

– Agreement to be accountable for all aspects of the work in 
ensuring that questions related to the accuracy or integrity 
of any part of the work are appropriately investigated and 
resolved.” 

 

http://www.icmje.org/


Open Access 

• Full, free online access to material as soon as 
it is published 

• Some issues 

– Economic model 

– Predatory publishers: collect author fees without 
publishing a quality journal (or without publishing 
a journal at all) 

• Intermediate models—for example, initially 
giving only subscribers access 

 



Development and Dissemination of 
Guidelines 

• For content and structure of papers 
presenting specific types of biomedical 
research (examples: clinical trials, systematic 
reviews, qualitative research) 

• Links provided via the EQUATOR (Enhancing 
the QUAlity and Transparency Of health 
Research) Network  

• Sometimes checklists, flowcharts provided 

http://www.equator-network.org/


AuthorAID: A Meta-Resource 



AuthorAID (www.authoraid.info) 

• A project of INASP (an international 
development charity) 

• Started in 2007 

• Main purpose: to help researchers in 
developing countries to write about and 
publish their work 

• Resources also useful to authors and editors 
elsewhere 

http://www.authoraid.info/en/




Main Components of AuthorAID 

• Mentoring and other collaboration 

• Instruction: face-to-face and online 

• Resources 

– Blog 

– Email discussion list 

– Workshop grants 

– Travel grants 

– Resource library 

https://dgroups.org/groups/authoraiddiscussion




AuthorAID Blog 

• Three posts per week 

– Tip of the Week 

– Resource of the Week 

– Another post on research communication or a 
related topic 

• Some posts have been translated into Chinese 
(see Resource Library); more are welcome 

• Guest posts welcome; guidelines available 
 

 

http://www.authoraid.info/en/news/
http://www.authoraid.info/en/resources/details/765/


Registering for AuthorAID 

• Optional, as most of the materials are 
accessible without registration 

• Some advantages 

– Opportunity to seek mentors 

– Opportunity to seek mentees or collaborators 

– Option of receiving email notification when new 
items are added 

• Might be worth recommending to authors 

http://www.authoraid.info/en/accounts/register/


AuthorAID Resource Library 

• Contains presentations, Web links, articles, etc 

• Can search by keyword 

• Can sort by 

– Topic  

– Medium 

– Language 

• Includes more than 100 items translated into 
Chinese 

 

http://www.authoraid.info/en/resources/
http://www.authoraid.info/en/resources/?language=Chinese








Some AuthorAID and Other 
Resources for Authors and 

Editors 



Some Resources Developed for 
AuthorAID 

• Core Presentations on Research Communication: 
slides on writing journal articles, giving 
presentations, preparing proposals, and related 
topics 

• Writing and Publishing Journal Articles: Ways to 
Decrease Stress and Increase Success: slides from a 
1-hour presentation for physicians 

• Annotated Journal Article: scientific paper with 
comments written on it on aspects of the writing 

 

http://www.authoraid.info/en/resources/details/653/
http://www.authoraid.info/en/resources/details/728/
http://www.authoraid.info/en/resources/details/728/
http://www.authoraid.info/en/resources/details/648/


Some Resources on Ethics 

• On Being a Scientist: A Guide to Responsible 
Conduct in Research 

– From the US National Academies 

– Includes material on publication ethics 

– Accompanied by a short video 

• Committee on Publication Ethics (COPE) 

– Has flowcharts on dealing with suspected 
misconduct 

– Has ethical guidelines for peer reviewers 

 

http://www.nap.edu/catalog.php?record_id=12192
http://www.nap.edu/catalog.php?record_id=12192
http://publicationethics.org/
http://publicationethics.org/resources/flowcharts
http://publicationethics.org/files/u7140/Peer review guidelines.pdf


Some Resources on Ethics (cont) 

• CSE’s White Paper on Promoting Integrity in 
Scientific Journal Publications, 2012 Update 

http://www.councilscienceeditors.org/resource-library/editorial-policies/white-paper-on-publication-ethics/
http://www.councilscienceeditors.org/resource-library/editorial-policies/white-paper-on-publication-ethics/


More Resources for Authors 
• Writing the Scientific Abstract: presentation by editor 

Susan Aiello, DVM 

• Writing Scientific Papers in English: Tips and 
Resources: one-hour presentation 

• Clinical Chemistry Guide to Scientific Writing 

– series of journal articles 

– Include Chinese translations 

• EASE Guidelines for Authors and Translators of 
Scientific Articles to Be Published in English 

– From the European Association of Science Editors 

– Available in Chinese 

 

http://www.authoraid.info/en/resources/details/580/
http://www.authoraid.info/en/resources/details/737/
http://www.authoraid.info/en/resources/details/737/
http://www.aacc.org/publications/clin_chem/ccgsw/Pages/default.aspx
http://www.aacc.org/publications/clin_chem/ccgsw/Pages/default.aspx
http://www.aacc.org/publications/clin_chem/ccgsw/Pages/default.aspx
http://www.ease.org.uk/publications/author-guidelines
http://www.ease.org.uk/publications/author-guidelines


More Resources for Authors (cont) 

• Editing Your Own Papers and Proposals: How to Wow 
Reviewers and Aid Readers: presentation from the 
2014 American Association for the Advancement of 
Science annual meeting 

http://www.authoraid.info/en/resources/details/1195/
http://www.authoraid.info/en/resources/details/1195/


Some Resources for Writing and 
Editing in English 

• Two old favorites 

– The Elements of Style, by Strunk and White 

– Editing and Publication: A Training Manual, by Ian 
Montagnes 

• OneLook Dictionary Search: website for looking up 
English-language words in multiple dictionaries 

• Academic Phrasebank: collection of many phrases 
useful in writing about research 

• Grammar Girl: guidance on grammar, punctuation, 
word choice, etc 

 

http://www.bartleby.com/141/
http://books.irri.org/9712200094_content.pdf
http://www.onelook.com/
http://www.phrasebank.manchester.ac.uk/
http://www.quickanddirtytips.com/grammar-girl










Grammar Girl 



Open Discussion 



Thank You! 


